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This report covers matters which have occurred since the last scheduled meeting on 10th March 2020. 
In this period we have had fourteen reports linked to the University. Six of these were drugs related 
and were mostly small quantity cannabis seizures. University security have been active in confiscating 
cannabis after reports of the smell from rooms. There have been two reports of alleged violence on 
campus both linked with altercations between students and security staff outside bars. 

Surrey Police continue to provide a full policing service and we are maintaining staffing levels. 
Unfortunately, some of my officers have been assaulted and spat at, but overwhelmingly during this 
pandemic we have a positive engagement with the public. Runnymede Specialist Neighbourhood 
Team (SNT) team has been patrolling, providing advice and reassurance and requesting that 
residents respect the Government’s prohibitions on generally leaving the house and gathering in 
groups. We are also checking that non-essential shops and enterprises do not open, supporting 
Trading Standards and also Council Environmental Health with officers on the ground. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant effect both on crime patterns and the work of local 
police officers. In Runnymede, Total Notifiable Offences (TNO) crime levels are similar to last year 
(up 27 reported offences), but its composition has changed. Since the beginning of the new financial 
year (2020 – 21) there has been a significant decline in Residential Burglaries, Vehicle Crime, Theft 
and Criminal Damage, but an appreciable increase in Domestic Assault and Violence. We are well 
aware that Domestic Abuse and Child Vulnerability often go hand in hand – even more so in our 
current situation with around 95% of children not in school. Isolation and lockdown can severely 
impact some people's ability to report abuse to the police. Our officers will always take positive action 
if they suspect abuse and we are encouraging victims to report offences and Surrey Police are 
providing further practical support through outreach services. 

We are working closely with Runnymede Borough Council and the Local Resilience Forum who are 
identifying vulnerable persons in the Borough.  This includes both identified particularly vulnerable 
persons who have not responded to contacts from the NHS and also to persons on a database 
compiled from various local social teams. Runnymede PCSOs are visiting vulnerable households to 
ensure that they are able to get food and medicines and that they can access the assistance that they 
need. So far, we have made 346 welfare checks including some for Catalyst (who support persons 
with alcohol or drug problems).  

For the year to date (FYTD), Total Notifiable Offences in Englefield Green are 25% up (five more 
offences) on the year, but in Egham Town reports are 46.9% down (45 fewer offences).  

Last financial year (2019-20), overall reports to police of anti-social behaviour saw a reduction of 7.7% 
with 160 fewer offences reported. The number of Hate Crimes was almost static and Runnymede has 
the lowest level of such incidents of the three Boroughs in the Northern Division. 

FYTD there have been 25 residential burglaries in Runnymede (compared to 45 in the same period 
last year). In Englefield Green there was one Residential Burglary to 27th April last year, and two in 
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Egham Town. This financial year, there have been none to date in Egham Town and three in 
Englefield Green. The proportion of shed and garage burglaries have increased as burglars adopt to 
residents being at home more often. 

We are closely monitoring Hate Crime as certain extreme groups have been attempting to use social 
media to stir up racial and religious hatred across the country. From the 1st February, we have had six 
hate incidents reported in Runnymede related to Coronavirus. All were non-violent in nature, the 
latest occurring on 23rd March. In relation to Royal Holloway, we have had two reports of Chinese 
students spoken to rudely (on separate occasions) due to their ethnicity. This matches the majority 
of such reports, which mostly involve insulting words used in public places. In all, there have been 161 
reports in Runnymede of breaches of the regulations. Most of these have been reports of local people 
visiting family and friends’ homes, although we have also stopped cars from as far away as Tonbridge 
and Southampton. 

Runnymede officers continue to be very busy dealing with traffic congestion around the Great Park 
and the A30. We are in regular contact with Runnymede Borough Council, Surrey County Council and 
the Crown Estate to coordinate our actions around parking provision and enforcement. At the start 
of the lock-down period, the Great Park closed its car parks and Runnymede Borough Council, at the 
request of the police, made regulations closing the lay-bys on the A30 near the Park. The latest 
government guidance led to the Great Park re-opening its car parks at 50% capacity to promote social 
distancing and the lay-bys being reopened. 

There are pre-existing plans to put further restrictions on the A30 Egham Hill as part of this year’s 
parking review. The proposal for Egham Hill was presented to, and approved by the members of the 
Runnymede Joint Committee at the meeting held at the end of November 2019 subject to a public 
consultation. I hope that proposals for double yellow lines on the south side may be considered in the 
2021 parking review. 

I am hopeful that the A30 between Wick Road and the Borough Boundary towards Windsor and 
Maidenhead may be de-listed as a clearway. This would allow double yellow lines to be put down and 
Council parking agents to ticket illegal parking. I am in active discussion with both Surrey County 
Council and Runnymede Borough Council about this. 


